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Hartham Park released a video 
telling the story of Corsham 
during World War One. July 

saw the opening of the Memorial 
Woodland to commemorate the 
121 servicemen of Corsham who 
sacrificed their lives serving in 
the First World War. The Memorial 
Woodland is part of a wide-scale 
community project across Wiltshire. 
Over 10,000 trees have been planted 
across the county as a lasting tribute 
to the fallen soldiers. The project 
is being coordinated by Wiltshire 
Council and kindly supported by the 
Woodland Trust. For the town of 
Corsham, Hartham Park has planted 
121 trees within the Mansion House 
grounds, surrounded by beautiful 
landscapes and astounding views.

Corsham Commemorates were 
fortunate enough to access a war 
records book published in 1921 which 
gave them the names of 700 men 
and women that took part or had 
some role in the First World War. 
From this, they have been able to 
do further online research and have 
even managed to speak to some of 
the individual’s relatives who are 
alive today. Kevin Gaskin of Corsham 
Commemorates explains “The story 
of Corsham World War 1 is most 
strikingly seen through the names of 
the men that we remember annually. 
But the story is much deeper 

than that it touched all aspects 
of Corsham. It involves the estate 
owners who provided leadership and 
provided facilities. It involved the 
church where people would come 
to mark the loss of men. It’s in the 
quarries, who gave up an awful lot of 
their staff.”

Hartham Park is a thriving business 
community who take pride in 
supporting its local town and 
surrounding areas. The estate played 
its own part in the war. It was a 
supply depot and used by ladies 
of the local village as a place to 
come and do sewing and knitting 
in support of the troops. Hartham 
Park also supplied many men to 

war itself; one of which was Eldred 
Willis, a Gamekeeper of the estate 
who was only 30 when he passed. 
At the opening ceremony of the 
memorial woodland, Jeffery Thomas 
owner of Hartham Park said: “As 
time goes on and the trees grow, 
we hope that people will be able 
to come here and enjoy the space, 
enjoy the trees, enjoy the views 
and most importantly remember 
the individual and the collective 
contributions and bravery of the 
men and the whole of Corsham  
as a community.”

Hartham Park Memorial Woodland is 
open to the public and can be found 
up by the estate’s Stické Court.
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